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ledge of Indian detail was to me amazing. This has been due to the fact,
that in one way or other his whole life has been spent in research. Sans-
krit is almost1 like his own mother tongue to him; and he can use it when
necessary as a second language.
I have here translated the description of only one of the
rishis. We should admit with shame that the zea!3 the earnestness
and the perseverance with which some scholars in Europe and,
especially in Germany, pursue the study of such treatises as the
Vedas are something almost totally absent in this country today.
It is very seldom that we.come across anyone emulating the life
of a rishi. And where do we see now brahmacharya being readily practis-
ed solely for scholastic reasons, without any accompanying ostenta-
tion? And when a sister remains a spinster in order -to be a
companion to her brother and to run his home, is this not some-
thing that delights one and creates a sacred atmosphere? The
other day an American professor had narrated his experiences in
The Times of Bombay. He too is a student of Sanskrit. He
writes that he had come to India full of hopes; however, he had
been disappointed after coming to India, seeing things for him-
self and meeting Sanskrit pundits. His article contains exaggera-
tions, is full of hastily-formed judgements and is coloured by the
atmosphere created by Europeans living in India. But allowing
for all this, I see a grain of truth in what remains, and I feel
ashamed. If there had been a true religious awakening in us,
if we had the fervour to preserve whatever was true, good and
beautiful in our ancient civilization, our condition would have
been very different today. Rishis could live fearlessly in forests.
Brahmacharya was something that they could readily practise.
Today we cannot live safely even in cities. Brahmacharya appears
to be something strange and wonderful to us and we shall with
difficulty come across a true brahmachari if we search for one.
How then can we find any women who have taken the vow of
celibacy? Hence for a moment one feels that the rishis have started
living in scattered corners of Europe and no longer live in this
country which once was their abode.
This is not to suggest that anyone who reads this article should
go over to Germany or some other place and try to become a rishi.
That too will be futile. I cannot visualize an Indian going to Germany
and becoming a rishi. It is right for Indians toAmitate the good
qualities of a person like Professor Otto and, vwfa remaining in
India, to revitalize the institution of rishis here, flff an be claimed
J The source has "about".